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View is from the southwest corner of the Valles Caldera.  State Road 4 descends San Antonio Canyon to Battleship Rock, center of 
photo.  The level west rim with its prominent cliffs is on the horizon, left.  San Antonio Mountain is on the horizon, center right.

The southwestern quadrant of the caldera contains only small 
meadows rather than the large valles of the eastern half.  Los 
Griegos, on the south rim,  is on the horizon, right center.  On 

the far horizon, center left, is Pajarito Mountain and Rabbit Ridge 
on the east and south rims respectively.  The open area below 

Pajarito Mountain is an active pumice mine.

Los Griegos is a massive uplift on the 
south rim.  It has no trail; only cow paths lead up 
a draw to the top of the mountain.  Los Griegos is 
a long east-west ridge; only game trails traverse 
the ridge and descend the western slope.  At the 
base of the slope logging roads extend west very 
close to the rim.  Like the rest of the south rim, 
this section is heavily wooded.

At the western end of the south rim, the 
Forest Service maintains the Monument Canyon 
Research Area, established in 1932.  At the study 
area, the logging road leaves the rim and veers 
south onto Cat Mesa.  The remaining rim to the 
point overlooking Battleship Rock has only game 
trails.  The study area is still in use; research tags 
hang on trees and bushes.  The caldera wall is 
steep with many cliffs in this section.  Where the 
logging road turns south is a small campsite.  An 
old historic route, the Padre Alonzo Trail.  This 
trail descends to Jemez Falls, where Forest Trail 
137 follows the East Fork of the Jemez River to 
Battleship Rock on State Road 4.

The south rim ends on a high cliff above 
Battleship Rock.  No trail descends the steep wall 
of San Diego Canyon



Conclusions
With the possible exception of the west slope of San Diego Canyon, there are no physical 

constraints to trails around the rim.  Jurisdictional impediments at the boundary with Santa Clara 
Pueblo can easily be avoided by descending into the caldera.  Most segments of the rim are easily 
accessible by vehicle, although some routes require high-clearance vehicles.  Conflicting management 
policies, primarily in permitting motorized vehicles and pets on public land, need to be resolved:  
Bandelier National Monument and the Valles Caldera National Preserve do not allow either.

The rim already has trails or abandoned roads, with the exception of Rabbit Ridge and the 
Cerro Grande-to-Camp May segment.  These segments are on federal property, the Valles Caldera 
National Preserve, and managers must follow regulations necessary for building new trails.  Most 
of the physical labor could be done by volunteers; however the preserve must do the administrative 
work.  In certain locations, primarily on the north rim, trail markers may be necessary because of the 
confusing maze of abandoned roads. 

Bandelier National Monument collects fees at the main entrance to the park, but not at other 
entry points, including those leading into the Bandelier Wilderness.  The preserve charges fees for 
programs and currently prohibits free-roaming travel.  It appears impractical for the preserve to 
charge for traversing a rim trail except in conjunction with other services, such as hiking and camping 
within the caldera itself.  Preserve management may well feel that trails on the rim would encourage 
trespass into the body of the caldera.  In most places, this is unlikely because of the rugged terrain 
and dense forests of the caldera wall. 

The Valles Caldera National Preserve was established to acknowledge a world-class geological 
feature—a well-preserved volcanic structure of exceptional scenic beauty in a striking setting.  It 
seems that trails around its rim would be a necessary amenity for the American people to appreciate 
and enjoy their newly acquired asset.
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These reconnaissance trips convinced us that trails around the entire rim of the Valles Caldera 
are feasible, doable, and desirable.  The United States Government acquired the preserve for the 
benefit of the American people; the people deserve to look at their unique landscape. 
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